
LAW SCHOOL ADMISSION TEST 

The Law School Admission Test (LSAT) is renowned for its rigor and complexity, making it one of the most 
daunting entrance exams for aspiring law students. This test is meticulously designed to evaluate 
essential skills that are critical for success in law school. Although the LSAT presents significant challenges, 
it is important to remember that mastery is within your reach. Through dedicated preparation, the 
cultivation of analytical thinking, and the diligent practice of various test-taking strategies, you have the 
potential to not only improve your performance but also to feel a profound sense of empowerment and 
confidence as you tackle this crucial step in your legal journey.

LSAT Basics
The LSAT is a critical assessment used by law schools to evaluate the skills essential for success in law 
school. It explicitly tests the abilities crucial during the first year of legal studies, including reading 
comprehension, reasoning, and writing. The results from the LSAT can offer significant insights regarding 
an applicant's readiness for law school and help predict your first-year law school performance more 
accurately. The LSAT enables schools to identify qualified candidates who might otherwise be overlooked 
based on undergraduate institution, GPA, extracurricular activities, or other factors. The LSAT is the only 
standardized test designed specifically for law school admission, benefiting admission decision-makers 
and candidates in understanding their preparedness for the challenges ahead.

ADMINISTRATION
The LSAC previously administered the LSAT four times per year: June, September/October, December and 
February.

TEST COMPOSITION
The LSAT is structured in two parts. The first part consists of four 35-minute sections of multiple-choice 
questions. The second part of the LSAT consists of an unscored argumentative writing sample.

MULTIPLE-CHOICE LSAT QUESTIONS

The multiple-choice portion of the LSAT includes two scored Logical Reasoning sections and one scored 
Reading Comprehension section, plus one unscored section, which enables us to validate new test 
questions for future use. The unscored section can be any one of the question types — Reading 
Comprehension, Analytical Reasoning, or Logical Reasoning — and can occur at any point in the test. 

The three sections that are scored include two sections of Logical Reasoning questions and one section of 
Reading Comprehension questions.  plus one unscored section experimental section of either LR or RC 
that enables us to test questions for future tests.

The LSAT presents a considerable challenge, and the preparation required for the examination is equally 
demanding. To enhance one’s LSAT score, it is essential to demonstrate commitment; thorough study and 
a comprehensive understanding of the techniques pertinent to each section of the LSAT can lead to 
substantial improvements in one's score.

READING COMPREHENSION SECTION

The LSAT Reading Comprehension section is designed to evaluate your ability to understand and analyze 
complex texts akin to what you would encounter in law school. It comprises four sets of reading materials, 
each accompanied by five to eight questions. The questions usually ask the examinee to determine the 
author's main idea, �nd speci�c information in the passage, draw inferences from the text, and/or describe 
the structure of the passage.

These questions assess your comprehension and critical thinking skills, requiring you to draw inferences, 
identify the main idea, and understand the author’s tone and purpose.

Successfully navigating this section of the LSAT involves not only reading the passages thoroughly but also 
practicing the specific types of questions that typically appear, as this will help sharpen your analytical skills 
and improve your overall performance on the test.

This section includes four sets of reading questions, each containing a selection of reading material followed 
by five to eight questions. 

Reading selections for LSAT Reading Comprehension questions are thoughtfully drawn from a diverse 
range of subjects, including but not limited to the humanities, biological sciences, physical sciences, social 
sciences, and various legal topics. These texts are typically characterized by their dense and complex writing 
style, which often employs advanced vocabulary and incorporates intricate arguments or rhetorical 
structures. Frequently, the selections will present multiple perspectives on a given issue, thereby enriching 
the reading experience and challenging the test-taker's analytical abilities.

These questions test not only your comprehension of the text but also your ability to analyze, interpret, and 
evaluate the information presented. Mastering this section is crucial for demonstrating your preparedness 
for the rigorous critical reading skills necessary for success in legal studies.

To excel in the Reading Comprehension section, it is crucial for candidates to engage in thorough and 
attentive reading. This involves not only understanding the content and main ideas but also analyzing the 
relationships between different parts of the text, including how various arguments interrelate and support 
or contradict one another. Additionally, test-takers are required to make logical inferences based on the 
information provided, identifying implications that may not be explicitly stated. Mastering these skills is 
essential for drawing nuanced conclusions and effectively addressing the subsequent comprehension 
questions.

LOGICAL REASONING

Arguments represent a cornerstone of the legal field, serving as the backbone of legal discourse and 
judicial reasoning. The process of analyzing these arguments is not merely an exercise; it is a vital 
component of effective legal analysis. A thorough understanding of how to analyze these arguments is not 
just beneficial but essential for effective legal work. The rigorous training provided in law school cultivates a 
robust foundation of critical reasoning skills, equipping students for the complexities of legal practice.

As you embark on your journey as a law student, it becomes imperative to hone a diverse set of skills: you 
will need to effectively analyze, evaluate, construct, and refute arguments. This involves not just a 
surface-level understanding but a deep dive into recognizing which information is pertinent to a specific 
legal issue or argument. This encompasses a variety of skills, including the ability to analyze existing 
arguments, evaluate their strengths and weaknesses, construct your own persuasive arguments, and 
effectively refute opposing positions. Importantly, you will learn to discern which pieces of information are 
pertinent to the arguments at hand, as well as how the introduction of new evidence can significantly alter 
the landscape of a legal debate.

The Logical Reasoning section of the LSAT serves a crucial function in this preparatory process. Its questions 
are meticulously designed to assess your capability to closely examine, analyze, and critically evaluate 
arguments as they are conveyed in everyday language. Each Logical Reasoning question presents you with 
a concise passage, followed by a single challenging question that tests your comprehension and analytical 
prowess.

These questions draw inspiration from a wide array of sources and topics. The arguments you encounter in 
this section reflect the multifaceted nature of legal reasoning, showcasing the variety and complexity of 
arguments that you will likely confront in the field. The LSAT Logical Reasoning Section tests a variety of 
critical thinking skills that legal reasoning involves.  According to LSAC, the Law School Admissions Council 
and administrator of the test, these skills include:

• Recognizing the Structure of Arguments: Test takers must discern the individual components of an argument 
and understand how these parts interconnect to form a cohesive whole.

• Comparative Analysis of Reasoning Patterns: Candidates are challenged to identify similarities and differences 
within various patterns of reasoning, sharpening their analytical skills and deepening their understanding of logical 
frameworks.

• Drawing Well-Supported Conclusions: The ability to formulate conclusions that are firmly rooted in evidence is 
crucial, and this skill is rigorously tested.

• Reasoning by Analogy: Test takers will often be required to draw parallels between disparate scenarios, leveraging 
analogy as a tool for understanding complex legal concepts.

• Recognizing Misunderstandings and Disagreements: A critical aspect of legal discourse is identifying points of 
contention or misinterpretation, and this section hones that vital capability.

• Assessing the Impact of Additional Evidence: Candidates must evaluate how new information can alter the 
strength or validity of an argument, reflecting the dynamic nature of legal reasoning.

• Detecting Underlying Assumptions: Understanding the hidden assumptions behind arguments is essential, 
enabling test takers to critique and refine reasoning effectively.

• Applying Legal Principles or Rules: The exam also emphasizes the application of relevant principles and rules, 
mimicking the real-life application of legal standards.

• Identifying Flaws in Reasoning: Candidates must be vigilant in spotting logical fallacies or weaknesses in 
arguments, a skill that is critical in legal analysis.

• Explaining Arguments: Finally, test takers should be adept at articulating the reasoning behind various arguments, 
ensuring clarity and coherence in complex discussions.

Ultimately, the LSAT Logical Reasoning questions aim to evaluate a broad spectrum of skills central to 
critical thought, focusing on those analytical abilities that have been proven indispensable for success in 
the realm of legal reasoning. Through this practice, you will not only refine your skills but also prepare 
yourself for the intellectual challenges that lie ahead in your legal career.

UNSCORED SECTION
The LSAT contains one experimental section, commonly referred to as the "variable section." This section is 
designed to test new questions for future exams, allowing the examiners to continuously develop and 
refine their content. The primary objective of the variable section is to evaluate how test-takers respond to 
these new questions, which helps determine their suitability in terms of quality and difficulty for inclusion 
in upcoming LSAT tests.

Importantly, this unscored section can be any of the three question types: Reading Comprehension, 
Analytical Reasoning, or Logical Reasoning. Additionally, it can appear at any point during the test, so 
test-takers should be prepared for it regardless of its positioning. Understanding the presence of this 
section can help alleviate some anxiety, knowing that not all parts of the exam impact the overall score.

LSAT ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING
The second component of the LSAT is the LSAT Argumentative Writing section, designed to assess a 
candidate’s ability to construct a coherent and persuasive argument in writing. This section lasts for 50 
minutes and is conducted in a remotely proctored setting, allowing test-takers to complete it from a 
location of their choice.
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Candidates are eligible to start the LSAT Argumentative Writing portion as early as eight (8) days before 
their scheduled LSAT administration. This flexibility allows candidates to better prepare and choose a 
conducive environment for their writing.

To ensure that your LSAT application is deemed complete, it is vital to complete the LSAT Argumentative 
Writing section if you do not already have an acceptable writing sample on file from a prior LSAT 
administration. 

The LSAT Argumentative writing sample plays an essential role in demonstrating your analytical writing 
skills and your ability to formulate and articulate a well-structured argument, skills that are critical for 
success in law school. Ultimately, this writing section not only fulfills a requirement for the LSAT but also 
offers candidates an opportunity to showcase their reasoning and writing abilities in a legal context.

This section serves as an unscored writing sample that candidates complete online, utilizing secure 
remote-proctoring software that must be installed on their personal computers prior to the test. The 
format and structure of LSAT Argumentative Writing are intentionally crafted to reflect the type of 
persuasive and analytical writing that law students will be expected to engage in throughout their legal 
education.

While the writing sample itself does not receive a score, it is imperative for each test taker to submit a 
completed and approved writing sample in order for their LSAT scores to be officially released. This 
requirement underscores the importance of demonstrating one’s writing ability as part of the overall 
assessment for law school admissions. 

In this section, candidates are presented with a debatable issue that includes multiple perspectives, each 
representing distinct beliefs, values, and ideological arguments. This diverse presentation is designed to 
challenge the test taker to critically engage with various viewpoints while formulating their own reasoned 
position. 

The candidate is tasked with writing an argumentative essay that not only articulates their stance on the 
issue but also thoughtfully considers and addresses the arguments and points made by the other 
perspectives presented in the prompt. The writing sample is about crafting an argument based on a 
series of facts and defending that argument, regardless of whether you think it’s true or not.  This exercise 
of LSAT Argumentative Writing i is not only a test of writing skill but also an evaluation of critical thinking, 
logical reasoning, and the ability to engage with complex ideas in a coherent manner, all of which are 
essential skills for success in law school and beyond. 

Take a practice LSAT Test?
Taking a practice test before creating your LSAT study guide is an essential step in your preparation 
process. A practice test provides valuable benefits that can significantly enhance your study strategy. By 
experiencing the full test format, you'll become familiar with the types of questions and concepts that 
frequently appear on the LSAT, allowing you to cultivate a deeper understanding of the material. 

As you go through the practice test, you'll have the opportunity to evaluate your strengths and 
weaknesses across different sections, such as Reading Comprehension, Analytical Reasoning, and Logical 
Reasoning. This self-assessment is crucial, as it will help you identify which areas require more focus and 
which skills you’ve already mastered.

 It’s important to recognize that some of the questions may confuse you, and the score you receive might 
even be lower than you hoped. This experience, while potentially distressing, is a vital part of the learning 
process. It gives you insight into the specific challenges you might face on the actual test day, allowing 
you to approach your studies with a clearer perspective on areas needing improvement. 
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By embracing these challenges and reflecting on your practice test results, you can develop a tailored 
study plan that addresses your unique needs. This strategic approach not only prepares you for the types 
of questions you'll encounter but also builds your confidence, enabling you to perform at your best on the 
actual LSAT.

HOW FAR IN ADVANCE SHOULD I PREPARE FOR THE LSAT?
When it comes to preparing for the LSAT, it's essential to understand that every student has a unique 
approach to learning, which can significantly influence their preparation timeline. Generally, a majority of 
test-takers commit to an intensive study regime lasting about three months. This period allows them to 
thoroughly engage with the material, practice their skills, and build the test-taking strategies necessary to 
succeed.

That said, some individuals may find they need more time to grasp the concepts fully, while others might 
be able to prepare in a shorter span. However, it’s worth noting that extending your preparation beyond a 
year might not be as beneficial as you might assume. Prolonged study can sometimes lead to burnout or 
diminished returns on your efforts. Therefore, focusing your preparation within a concentrated 
timeframe—while allowing for consistent practice and review—can be more advantageous in ultimately 
achieving a high LSAT score. 

HOW MANY HOURS SHOULD I PUT INTO STUDYING FOR THE LSAT?
When it comes to preparing for the LSAT, the consensus among experts is that a dedicated study duration 
of approximately 150 to 300 hours spread over three months is ideal. This study plan translates to 
committing around 12 to 25 hours each week, allowing you to create a well-structured and manageable 
schedule that can adapt to your personal commitments and obligations. 

For those contemplating a more intense study regimen within a condensed timeframe, such as a month, 
it's crucial to recognize the demands of such an approach. You would need to invest about 40 hours 
weekly at a minimum to reach the lower threshold of 150 total hours. However, this intensive plan is 
generally discouraged unless absolutely necessary, as it can lead to burnout and may hinder your 
understanding of the material. Committing to the recommended three-month study timeline not only 
enhances your grasp of the test's content and tactics but also promotes a more relaxed and confident 
approach to test day.

SHOULD I TAKE A COMMERCIAL LSAT PREP COURSE?
While commercial test preparation courses can offer valuable guidance and structure, the key to 
succeeding on the exam truly lies in dedicated, disciplined study habits and the consistent practice of 
sample tests. Many students find that studying alone allows for a personalized approach, fostering a deep 
dive into challenging topics at their own pace. Others flourish in collaborative environments, where they 
can share insights, quiz each other, and discuss complex concepts with peers.

In today’s digital age, a plethora of online resources exist, ranging from interactive study tools to video 
tutorials that cater to various learning styles. Additionally, preparation books filled with comprehensive 
review materials, strategies, and practice questions serve as important assets in one’s study arsenal. 
Ultimately, identifying and employing the study methods that resonate most with you can greatly 
enhance your exam preparation and build the confidence necessary for success.

ABOUT LSAT SCORES?
Your LSAT score is calculated based on the number of questions you answer correctly, which is referred to 
as your "raw score." This raw score serves as the foundational metric for evaluating your performance on 
the exam. Importantly, each question on the LSAT is weighted equally, meaning that it does not matter 
which specific questions you answer correctly; what counts is the total number of correct responses you 
achieve. Furthermore, the LSAT uses a unique scoring approach that does not penalize you for incorrect 
answers. This means that test takers are encouraged to answer every question, even if they are unsure of 
their responses, as there is no deduction for wrong answers.

To ensure that scores are comparable across various LSAT test administrations, your raw score is then 
transformed into a standardized LSAT scale. 

Once the raw score is determined, it undergoes a conversion process to fit into a standardized LSAT 
scale, which is designed to facilitate comparisons of scores across different test administrations. This 
LSAT scale ranges from a minimum score of 120 to a maximum score of 180. A score of 120 signifies the 
lowest possible performance on the exam, while a score of 180 indicates an exemplary level of 
achievement. This scaling process accounts for variations in test difficulty over time, ensuring that your 
performance is fairly assessed relative to other candidates. 

The final score reported to you, found in your LSAT Score Report, reflects this standardized scale, 
providing a clear picture of your performance against other candidates. The final score you receive, 
which is detailed in your LSAT Score Report, reflects this standardized assessment. This report not only 
includes your scaled score but may also provide additional insights into your performance on various 
sections of the test, helping you understand your strengths and areas for improvement as you prepare 
for your future legal studies.
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